
Spring 2006 Mondays, 12-3 PM, Sutton Hall 
CRP 381 International Sustainable Social Development 
Instructor:  Patricia  A. Wilson, Office hours:  M3-5, W3-4 
pwilson@mail.utexas.edu 
 
This course responds to the increasing interest of our graduate students in working with non-
governmental organizations in international community development.   The course offers a 
conceptual framework for sustainable social development, an understanding of the development 
issues and challenges involved, familiarity with important cases, and mastery of basic skills and 
attitudes needed to do such work.   
 
Content and Pedagogic Approach 
 
The course presents alternative conceptual frameworks for understanding organized civil society 
as arena and protagonist of change, the role of NGOs and community-based organizations in 
development and change, and the now widespread use of participatory approaches in 
development initiatives. Both urban and rural development issues are addressed with case studies 
from Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the Pacific.  The most widely used participatory methods 
in international development will be presented and practiced in role plays. The changing role of 
the professional in international development will be a theme running throughout the course. 
Student research papers will be presented orally at the end of the semester. 
 
This semester will have a unique thread running through the course on the theme of participatory 
and holistic planning for international disaster recovery.  We will study the planning efforts 
involved in Katrina recovery, with a focus on New Orleans and planning in the context of 
diaspora.  We will have the opportunity for field work and action research on this topic, focusing 
on participatory planning for neighborhood or community recovery and repatriation.  There will 
be an opportunity for a field trip to New Orleans.   
 
Classroom approach.  Taking advantage of the seminar format, the classroom teaching will 
employ brief lectures and guided discussions, along with experiential learning exercises.  Case 
study analysis will complement the conceptual and issue-oriented readings and discussions.  
Several films will be used during the semester to provide students with a visual understanding of 
cases and approaches in Africa, Latin America, and Asia. Students will  have the opportunity to 
design and facilitate participatory sessions on specific themes.  For each theme, the student 
facilitators will, when possible, add one or two readings pertaining to international disaster 
recovery and design a participatory exercise or role play based on the New Orleans situation.      
 
Learning Objectives 
 
By the end of the course the student should be able to do the following: 
 

• Articulate his/her own framework for understanding sustainable social development, the 
third sector, and the role of the professional 

• Demonstrate understanding of leading issues and cases in participatory development 
• Recognize and appreciate the role of cultural, religious, economic, and educational 

differences in shaping one’s perspectives 
• Use competently and comfortably a basic set of methods for participatory development  
• Design a participatory research or development project 

 



Required texts:  Course reader to be available at Jenn’s on Guadalupe and 22nd. 
Remaining readings will be available on pdf and the internet. 
 
Course Syllabus  
 
Week 1 (Jan. 23) Intro and Overview:  Towards a New Age of Planning in Developing 
Countries 
 

Assignment for next week:  Pick the one reference (eg. an on-line training, a reading, 
a film, etc.) from the following source book on Holistic Disaster Recovery that you 
would most like to add to the readings for Week 3 and make it available to the class 
next week (Week 2):  Holistic Disaster Recovery:  Sources of Information, University 
of Colorado, 2001 (available at www.colorado.edu/hazards/  under publications). 
 
Link your web browser to www.nola..com  (New Orleans Times-Picayune) for daily 
briefings on recovery.   

 
Week 2 (Jan. 30)  Empowerment and Participatory Development—Bottom Up and Inside 
Out 
   

• Marianne Knuth, “Stories from an African Learning Village,” Reflections, Vol. 6, 
No. 8-10, 2005, pp. 55-68 (pdf) 

• Wilson, Patricia A. “Empowerment:  Community Economic Development from 
the Inside Out,” Urban Studies, Vol. 33, Nos. 4-5, 617-630, 1996 (pdf)  

• Wilson, Patricia A. and Varun Vidyarthi, “The Unlettered Leader:  Strengthening 
Civil Society through Dialogue and Social Learning in Rural India,” Nov. 2005 

• (optional )Karen Ayas, “Sri Lanka:  A Story of Hope” (tsunami relief and 
reflection) Reflections, Vol. 6, No. 8-10, 2005, pp. 55-68 (pdf) 

  
Week 3 (Feb. 6)  Holistic Disaster Recovery 
 

• Holistic Disaster Recovery Manual, Chapters 1-3: 
Intro to Sustainability 
Disaster Recovery Process 
Participatory Processes in Disaster Recovery (most important) 

• Plus readings, etc, selected by students and announced in class on Week 2 
 
Week 4  (Feb. 13) Field Methods:  Participatory Rural Appraisal 
 

• Batliwala, Srilatha and Sheela Patel, “A Census as Participatory Research” (A 
Case Study from SPARC), in McTaggart,  263-277.  

• Rietbergen-McCracken, Jennifer and Deepa Narayan, Participation and Social 
Assessment: Tools and Techniques. Washington, DC: World Bank, 1998. 

  PRA (121-176);  SARAR (295-330) 
 http://www-
wds.worldbank.org/servlet/WDS_IBank_Servlet?pcont=details&eid=000009265_398062
4143608 



       Guest speaker: Virginia Marzal, Professor of Planning at Universidad Nacional de 
                                Ingenieria (UNI), Lima, Peru 
Week 5  (Feb. 20) Field Methods:  Participatory Planning and Evaluation 
 

• Rietbergen-McCracken, op. cit. (at web site, above) 
  Stakeholder Analysis (63-72 , 73-104),  
  Participatory Monitoring and Evaluation (189-197, 198-251) 

• Wilson, Patricia .  “Evaluation of the Municipalities in Action (MEA) Program for 
USAID/El Salvador, 1994 

 
Film:  Tanzania Participatory Poverty Assessment, World Bank, 1998 or 
Possible guest speaker on Technology of Participation (Institute of Cultural Affairs) 
and its application to New Orleans recovery and social healing 
. 

 
Week  6 (Feb. 27)  Civic Engagement and the Role of the Process Leader 
  

• Wilson, Patricia A. “Building Social Capital:  A Learning Agenda for the Twenty-
First Century,” Urban Studies, Vol. 34, Nos. 5-6, 745-760, 1997. (pdf)  

• Long term recovery planning readings (TBA) 
 
   Optional cases 

• Wilson, Patricia A. and Christina Lowery, “Building Deep Democracy:  The 
Story of the South African Homeless People’s Federation,” Planning Forum, 
Spring 2003 (pdf) 

• Wilson, Patricia, “Amor y Vigor:  Social Learning in the Texas-Mexico Border 
Colonias,” Planning Forum 4-5, 33-48 (pdf) 

 
Film:  My Mother Built This House:  The South African Homeless    

 People’s Federation  (City Life Program 8, Bullfrog Films, 2001) 
 
Week 7 (March 6) Decentralization, local governance, and citizen participation 
 
 Film: Doing the Right Thing:  Participatory Budgeting in Porto Alegre, Brazil 
  

• Baiocchi, Gianpaolo, “Participation, Activism, and Politics:  The Porto Alegre 
Experiment,” in Archon Fung and Erik Olin Wright, Eds, Deepening Democracy: 
Institutional Innovations in Empowered Participatory Governance. London: 
Verso, 2003,  45-76. 

• Fung, Archon and Erik Olin Wright, “Experiments in Empowered Deliberative 
Democracy:  Introduction,”  (Chapter 1, pdf) 

 
Spring break 
 
Week 8 (March 20)   Working with Community Development Movements   
 



• SPARC. "Demolitions to Dialogue." April 2002. www.sparcindia.org (find in 
documents)  

• Patel, Sheela. “Scaling up sanitation from Below, federation style; A 
documentation of the National Slum Dwellers Federation, Mahila Milan, and 
SPARC in India.”  January 2001.  www.theinclusivecity.org 

 (click on research papers) 
 
Other sources: 
• Crandall Hollick, Julian.  “And We Call Ourselves Mahila Milan.” (2002) Independent Broadcasting 

Associates, Inc. http://www.ibaradio.org/India/apna/Apna6/apna6.htm  
 (Check out a few of these episodes.) 
• Pramila Jayapul.  “India’s Silent but Singing Revolution.”  Yes Magazine. Winter 2001. 

www.yesmagazine.com/16culture/jayapul.htm.     
• Ramdas Gandhi.  “Interviews with Volunteers”.  “The  Swadhyaya Movement had a head and a heart”. 

www.humanscapeindia.net/humanscape/hs201./hs020107.html 
• N.K. Singh, 31 March 1997.  “Silent revolutionary- On Pandurang Athavale.” 

 www.hvk.org/hvk/articles/0397/0126.html 
 
Week 9  (March 27)   Micro-enterprise development and beyond  
 

• Fuglesang, Andreas and Dale Chandler.  Participation as Process, Process as 
Growth—What We Can Learn from Grameen Bank.  Bangladesh:   Grameen 
Trust, 1993), 31-86. 

• Elisabeth Rhyne.  Mainstreaming Microfinance:  How Lending to the Poor 
Began, Grew, and Came of Age in Bolivia. 2001 

     Possible film:  The Women’s Bank of Bangladesh 
 
Week 10 (April 3) Building partnership between the professional NGO and the voluntary  
  community-based organization:  from dependency to empowerment 
 

• Arrossi, Silvia, Felix Bombarolo, Jorge Hardoy, Diana Mitlin, Luis Perez Coscio 
and David Satterthwaite.  Funding Community Initiatives:  the Role of NGOS.  
London: Earthscan (IIED/UNDP) 1994  (33-52 and  69-79) 

• Eade, Deborah. Capacity-Building: An Approach to People-Centered Develop-
ment.  Oxford:  Oxfam (2000), 23-49. 

   
Week 11  (April 10) Sustainable community development 
  

• Hoff, Marie D., “Sustainable Community Development:  Origins and Essential 
Elements of a New Approach,” in Marie D. Hoff, Ed., Sustainable Community 
Development:  Studies in Economic, Environmental and Cultural Revitalization.  
Boca Raton:  Lewis Publishers, 1998., 5-21. 

• Matsuoka, Jon Kei, Davianna Pomaikai McGregor, and Luciano Minerbi, 
“Molokai: A Study of Hawaiian Subsistence and Community Sustainability,” in 
Hoff, 25-43. 

• De Carlo, Sandra, and Jose, Drummond, “The Yawana-Aveda Bixa Project:  A 
Business Partnership Seeking Sustainability in an Amazonian Indigenous 
Community,” in Hoff, 63-84. 

  



Week 12 (April 17) Indigenous ways of knowing, planning, and organizing 
 

• Harmsworth, Garth, “Mäori values for land use planning,” in New Zealand 
Association of Resource Management broadsheet, Feb. 1997, 37-52.  Available 
at:   www.landcareresearch.co.nz/research/social/nzarmwebpap.asp 

• Linquist, B.J. with David Adolph, “The Drum Speaks—Are We Listening?  
Experiences in Development with a Traditional Gabra Institution—The Yaa 
Galbo, “ in Peter Blunt and D. Michael Warren, Indigenous Organizations and 
Development.  London:  Intermediate Technology Publications, 1996, 1-6 

• Warren, D. Michael, Remi Adedokun and Akintola Omolaoye, “Indigenous 
Organizations and Development: The Case of Ara, Nigeria,” in Blunt and Warren, 
43-49. 

• Hughes, Ian, “Yolngu rom:  Indigenous Knowledge in North Australia,” in Blunt 
and Warren,  184-192. 

Week 13 (April 24) Community conflict resolution 
• Cartright, John, and Clifford Schering, “Local Knowledge and the Governance of 

Security,” Herstelrecht (Dutch Journal of Restorative Justice), 2001, 8 pp. 
• Wolf, Aaron T. “Indigenous Approaches to Water Conflict Negotiations,”  in 

International Negotiation: A Journal of Theory and Practice, Dec. 2000.  
 www.transboundarywaters.orst.edu/publications/indigenous/ 

• Garb, Paula, “Mediation in the Caucasus”, in Anthropological Contributions to 
Conflict Resolution.  Athens: University of Georgia Press, Vol. 29, 1996.    
 http://hypatia.ss.uci.edu/gpacs/Abkhazia/tradition.html 

• Bushie, Berme, “Community Holistic Circle Healing;  A Community Approach,” 
www.realjustice.org/Pages/vt99papers/vt_bushie.html 

• Zion, James W. “The Dynamics of Navajo Peacemaking,” Journal of 
Contemporary Criminal Justice.  14:1, 1998, 58-74. 

    http://www.realjustice.org/Pages/mn98papers/nacc_zio.html 
Week 14  (May 1)Short oral presentations of student research projects or creative 
            projects, synthesis and conclusions (celebration!) 
 
Assessment of Student Learning 
20%     Class Participation (includes bringing occasional assignments to class and being 
prepared to discuss readings) 
30% Topic Presentation:  Choose one of the topics from weeks 6 through 14 to engage 
the students in a participatory activity and/or dialogue about the topic.  
50% Final project:  Either a research paper (min. 15 pp. plus references, graphics, and 
appendices) or a paper related to our field project due on Friday, May 5.  I will be 
available outside of class for assistance on the research paper: choosing and framing the 
research question, developing a methodology, reviewing the relevant literature, analyzing 
evidence both qualitative and quantitative, and structuring arguments.  You may opt to 
apportion this grade between the field project activities and a research paper. 


